Mouse Deer in the Rain Forest

p.2

One afternoon in the rain forest, Mouse Deer is swimming in the river. As he swims he
sings, "l am smart. Everyone can see. You can try, but you can't catch me!"
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Suddenly, Tiger comes through the trees. "Why are you in the water?" asks Tiger.
"Because I'm hot," says Mouse Deer.
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"l am not hot," says Tiger. "But | am hungry!" Mouse Deer says, "If you don’t eat me, you
can have the king’s soup." Mouse Deer points to paddle in the sand.
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"Why is the king's soup brown?" asks Tiger. "Because it's made of chocolate," says Mouse
Deer. "Chocolate!" says Tiger. "l love chocolate!"
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Tiger takes a big drink of the puddle. "Yuck!" says Tiger. "You tricked me! It's mud!" Mouse
Deer runs away.
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Tiger chases Mouse Deer through the rain forest. "Ha!" says Mouse Deer. "You can't catch
me!" But Tiger is fast and hungry. He catches little Mouse Deer under a tall tree.
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Mouse Deer says, "If you don't eat me, you can have that drum!" "Why is the drum in the
tree?" asks Tiger. "Because it's the king's drum," says Mouse Deer. "l put it there to protect
it."
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"The king's drum must make beautiful music," says Tiger. "l want it!" Tiger climbs up the
tree and takes the drum. But the drum is really a hornet's nest!
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The hornets chase Tiger through the rain forest. Tiger runs to the river and jumps in.
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Mouse Deer sees Tiger is okay. Then he sings, "I am smart. Now Tiger can see. He can
try, but he can't catch me!" Tiger never bothers Mouse Deer again.
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